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Challenges facing district’s farmers

oyou ever wonder
about the ‘District’ part
of Market Harborough,
and especially what
life is like for our farmers?
RecentlyI had the privilege of
speaking with one of ourlocal
farmers tofind out more.

David (not his real name)
talked about the challenges he
faced over the years, but also
the positives.

Like many areas of Leices-
tershire, David’s soilisvery
heavy clay and growing cereal
crops onitlike wheat and oats
isayearly gamble. Years ago,
David sold off his animals and
created space for some local
businesses to providearegular
incomeand be able tocarryon
farming. Many farmershave
had to set up secondary busi-

\ nesses to survive.

In the past couple of years,
the annual gamble became
evengreater once the ugly
war started being waged by
Russia against Ukraine, caus-
ing all sorts of shortages and
increased prices. David had
prepared a sheet of figuresto
demonstrate what he meant.
The figures showed how prices
being paid for crops had var-
ied greatly, yet costs of fuel,
machinery, paying contrac-
tors, buying new sprays and
fertiliser for example, had risen
massively and generally stayed
high. The huge fluctuationin
both sales and input priceshas
hugely increased the financial
risk of farming along with the
changes in weather patterns.

November and December
were the wettest months David
hasever known. Harvesting the

maize proved very difficult and
planting the mext crop was im-
possible. Now he needs a good

“spring, hoping there’s enough

seed available. He'salso hoping
for better conditions and prices
thisyear.

David mentioned his con-
cern for livestock farmers,
especially dairy. Increased and
excessive rainfall meansthat
asthefarmers are only allowed
tospread slurryin the drier
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spring and summer months to
preventleaching into our water
courses, they are faced with the
considerable cost of building
bigger slurry stores and cover-
ing open concrete areas where
cattle walk and feed.

A big positive for David is
that over more recent years,
hehasbeen ableto pursue his
first love of farming, namely
conservation. Thanks to gov-
ernment grants and schemes,
hehasplanted tree copses
that are approaching matu-
rity, grassto provide fodder
for animals to enjoy, with trees
planted in those areastoo, and
lots of quick growing hedges
like hawthorn. He and his fam-
ily have enjoyed seeing many
more birds and other wildlife in
these areas. It’s the great joy of
David’slife.

David is also excited about
the future of farming as farm-
ers tryregenerative farming
methods such as not plough-
ingthe soil to stop it being
compacted and destroying the
amazing life going on there. An-
other change is planting cover
erops like clover that enriches
the soil naturally. Finally, busi-
nessesneed to offset their una-
voidable carbon emissions and
farming sustainablyis much
cheaper and more certainthan
building unproven and very
expensive, ugly carbon capture
storage facilities.

What does the future hold
for our farmers and ourlocally
produced food? We need our
government to have a consist-
entlong-term policy that takes
food security seriously, David
said. ]




